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         Rescue & Sanctuary 
Founded in 1996, Equine Advocates has helped save & rescue countless equines from 
slaughter, abuse and neglect.  In 2004, we established Equine Advocates Rescue & 
Sanctuary, a 140-acre horse sanctuary in Chatham, NY, that is currently home to 80 
remarkable equine residents, including horses, ponies, donkeys & mules. In 2019, we 
continued to rescue horses and welcomed these four who were in dire straits: 
 
Joey, a Thoroughbred, was discovered emaciated and suffering from severe neglect. 
We sent him directly to Cornell hospital for Large Animals where he was described 
by the examining veterinarian as “a rack of bones” with a body condition score of 
“1” on the Henneke Scale. Amazingly enough, Joey has fully recovered here at the 
sanctuary. Rigo, a Dutch Warmbood, sustained injuries on the show circuit and Vicky, 
a Thoroughbred, did not make it as a racehorse or as a broodmare. Both Rigo and 
Vicky were accepted into our program because we felt they very likely could have 
ended up being sent to low-end meat auctions and sold for slaughter. We rescued 
Sylvia, an Arabian/Quarter Horse Cross from the Kaufman Kill Pens in Texas one 
day before she was  scheduled to be shipped to Mexico for slaughter. 
  

Advocacy 
Through our website, e-blasts, social media, campaigns, newsletters and rescue  
operations, we provide information to help bring awareness to the general public on 
urgent equine issues. We also provide tools to help people get involved and become 
proactive. We believe everyone can make a difference and report equine cruelty 
when they see it. We provide fact sheets, letters, reports, informational videos, 
presentations from past equine summits and other important information that can be 
printed out and shares to help them become better informed. 
 
We continue to work to ban horse slaughter, to see an end to the brutal round-ups 
and the extinction of America’s wild horses and burros, to end the cruel and  
unnecessary PMU (pregnant mares’ urine) industry. We are also dedicated to ending 
the urban carriage horse trade, as well as exposing abuses that exist in all businesses 
and industries where horses are bred for and/or used to generate profits. 
 

Humane Education 
We have a Humane Education Center on the sanctuary grounds where we welcome 
visitors/groups for classes on topics ranging from equine issues, protection & care, 
the humane treatment of horses and responsible horse guardianship. Afterwards all 
get to meet our equine residents and learn where they came from and why they  
needed to be saved - our rescued equines are an important part of our humane  
education program as they spotlight what is happening to equines across North 
America. We have lesson plans and PowerPoint presentations for elementary school 
grades and proudly hosted over 800 elementary school students in 2019. We have 
received many lovely testimonials from educators who brought their classes here. 
 
In addition, we offer Public Open Days where visitors can enjoy a self-guided tour 
and get to meet our rescued equine residents. We are pleased to have welcomed 
over 2,500 visitors of all ages in 2019 to our Open Days.  

 
We know we have made an impact on all who had the opportunity to visit this year! 
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Financial Information 
Year ending 12/31/2019 

 
Income 
Donations & Grants       $1,304.870 
Special Event             161,549 
Interest               14,449 
Assets released from restrictions  ___41,550 

            TOTAL  INCOME       $1,522,418 
 
Expenses 
Program Services (78%) 

  Equine Rescue & Sanctuary      $   887,705 
  Equine Education             283,151 
            $1,170,856 
Supporting Services  
  Management & General (12%)  $ 199,929 
  Fundraising (9%)            149,444 
         $   349,373 

 TOTAL EXPENSES      $1,520,229** 
 

** Includes $95,555 in depreciation. 

 

Assets 
Assets at start of year       $3,631,083 

Assets at end of year       $3,591,722 
Decrease in Assets         $    39,361 

Mission Statement 
To rescue, protect and prevent  
the abuse of equines through  

education, investigation, rescue  
operations, the dissemination of 
information to the public and  

the operation of a horse sanctuary 
for slaughter-bound, abused  

and neglected horses. 

http://www.equineadvocates.org/

