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Mission
Statement
To rescue, protect
and prevent the
abuse of equines
through education,
investigation,
rescue operations,
the dissemination
of information to
the public, and
the operation
of a horse
sanctuary for
slaughter-bound,
abused and
neglected equines.
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Successful Surgery for Zack

You make it possible for us to give our equine residents the care they need
Whenever we rescue an equine

and bring that animal to live
at Equine Advocates Rescue &
Sanctuary, we are committed to
taking care of them for the rest of
their lives. Basic care includes feed,
hay, bedding, veterinary, farrier and
dental care, as well as supplements
and medications as needed.
Some of our residents need extra
care well beyond the basics.
We’re dedicated to keeping them
happy and healthy, even when it
means special foods, medicines,
treatments or surgery.
Zack, a Belgian Draft gelding, was
seized by police during a cruelty
raid in upstate New York. He was
emaciated and suffering from
neglect, and an investigator on the
case asked if we could take him.

podiatrists in the world and our
2022 Safe Home Equine Protection
Award recipient (see page 3).
“We don’t really know a lot about
Canker or how it starts,” said
Dr. Redden. “It’s an exfoliation
of the horn growth and it can
get out of control and wreck
a foot pretty quickly.”
A tremendous amount of
preparation needed to be done
before we could even set a date
for the operation. It took about
six weeks to convert part of the
Main Barn into a treatment area.
Finally, in December 2021, Dr.
Redden flew to New York to

perform Zack’s surgery, which
took approximately eight
hours. Full details can be found
at equineadvocates.org.
Three months later, the Canker
in Zack’s two hind feet had
disappeared and was replaced
by healthy tissue. His front feet
were fully cured a month later.
Today, Zack is canker-free!
Success stories like Zack’s are only
possible because of the generosity of
our supporters. Your contributions
give us the resources we need to
provide the best possible care for
ALL of our equine residents.

We had his health completely
evaluated before bringing him to
the sanctuary. He had an extreme
Vitamin E deficiency that one vet
said was likely responsible for many
of his other health issues, including a
compromised immune system. It was
clear that we would need to carefully
monitor him for the rest of his life.
In 2019, Zack was diagnosed with
Canker, a serious infectious disease
that attacked all four of his feet. If
left untreated, Canker can spread
and ultimately lead to the need to
humanely euthanize the animal.
After many attempts to have
him treated, but without lasting
success, we knew drastic measures
needed to be taken before it
was too late. That’s when we
contacted Dr. R.F. “Ric” Redden,
one of the most celebrated equine

Zack enjoys a beautiful day at the sanctuary.

Zack’s prep and surgery took eight hours to perform.

Horses who can’t eat grass?
Unusual circumstances sometimes require special accommodations
Caring for the 81 rescued

Equine Advocates
has earned the
coveted 4-Star
rating from Charity
Navigator, America’s
largest independent
charity evaluator.
This means that
Equine Advocates
“exceeds industry
standards and
outperforms
most charities in
its cause.” Only a
quarter of charities
rated by Charity
Navigator have
this honor. We also
received the highest
possible rating from
GuideStar with its
Platinum Seal of
Transparency.

horses, ponies, donkeys
and mules here at Equine
Advocates Rescue & Sanctuary
is not a “one-size-fits-all”
endeavor. Far from it!
Many require special
accommodations. For example,
three of our current residents –
Millie, Hayden and Zoe – have
Equine Metabolic Syndrome
(EMS), meaning their bodies
cannot regulate blood insulin
levels.
EMS treatment includes a strict
diet which does NOT include
grass. Zoe’s stablemate, Elinore,
also has issues when she eats
too much grass, so we need to
monitor her intake as well.

As you can imagine, it is no easy
task to prevent a horse from
grazing while still allowing access
to adequate outdoor space and
time with their friends (each of
the three has a best friend from
whom they are inseparable).
So, of course, we made changes!
In addition to a dirt paddock off
the main barn, we created two
new large dirt paddocks, each
with a 2-stall barn structure.
Zoe and Elinore are moving
into one of those paddocks,
complete with a brand new
barn donated especially for
them by a supporter. We also
purchased a tiller to keep up
with the grass removal.
Situations like this may not
immediately come to mind

when you think about what
it takes to properly run a
sanctuary, and it is a great
example of how your generosity
TRULY makes a difference.
We know each individual equine
…their history (as much as
can be known)…their unique
personalities…who their friends
are…even their favorite snacks.
Some were born to pregnant
mares we rescued from the
cruel Pregnant Mares’ Urine
(PMU) industry or other
situations. Others arrived later
in life after being rescued from
neglect or abuse. ALL are now
safe here at the sanctuary, and
our commitment is to care for
each and every one of them
for the rest of their lives.

2022 Public
Open Days
We’d love to have you join
us for one or more of the
following dates:
Saturday, May 14

Millie

Hayden

Zoe

Sunday, June 12
Saturday, July 16

Consider Leaving a Legacy through Planned Giving

Sunday, August 21

Planned Giving is a wonderful way to make a lasting impact by providing a future gift from your estate to
Equine Advocates. Planned Giving is not meant to replace, but to complement, a donor’s current giving
plan. You can specify a portion of your assets to go to Equine Advocates, and this arrangement can be
changed any time you choose. You may also direct your gift to support a particular program, specific
equine(s) or a future capital improvement project. For more information, please check the box on the
attached Contribution Reply or visit equineadvocates.org/planned-giving.

Saturday, September 24
Sunday, October 9
Saturday, November 5
Visit our website
equineadvocates.org for
complete details and
driving directions.
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Visit equineadvocates.org and follow @equineadvocates on social media!

Ric Redden, DVM, Honored by Equine Advocates
World-renowned veterinarian receives 2022 Safe Home Equine Protection Award
Dr. Ric Redden is considered a

legend and a pioneer in the field
of Equine Podiatry, but we never
had the pleasure of knowing
him until April of 2021 when he
helped our most famous resident,
Bobby II Freedom.
The story of Bobby’s dramatic
rescue from slaughter in 2010
was featured in the New York
Times, and his likeness has been
immortalized by the iconic pop
artist Peter Max.
From the day Bobby arrived at
the sanctuary, we knew he had a
lot of damage to his feet and back
end as the result of pounding
the pavement on NYC streets for
years. The soundness problems
he developed during that time
were degenerative, and last year
the condition of his right front
foot was getting worse.

An MRI showed that his
problems were serious, and it
was obvious that he was in pain.
Nothing tried by the equine
professionals who examined him
helped…until we contacted Dr.
Redden. He created a special
custom-made shoe which
relieved the pressure, and the
results were amazing! Bobby
is now able to walk almost
normally without being in
constant pain.

decades, and we are grateful
that Bobby and Zack are among
them.
It is with great pleasure that
we express our gratitude and
appreciation to Dr. Ric Redden
and present him with the 2022

Safe Home Equine Protection
Award for his life-saving work
as the foremost expert in the
field of Equine Podiatry and for
his dedication to educating and
training others in this vital field
of veterinary medicine.

Dr. Redden then came to the
sanctuary in December to
operate on Zack (see page 1).
Since 2002, Equine Advocates
has honored individuals who
have made major contributions
in the area of equine protection.
There was no doubt in our minds
that Ric Redden deserved to
be honored for the countless
equines he has helped for

Dr. Redden working on Bobby in December 2021.

Thank you for making a difference in the lives of Equines who need help. PLEASE GIVE TODAY!

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE

CONTRIBUTION REPLY
 I
want to make sure Equine Advocates is able to

continue its mission to rescue and protect horses,
ponies, donkeys and mules.
Enclosed is my gift of $ ______________.

Please make your check payable to Equine Advocates.
I would like to donate using my credit card:

q Visa q MasterCard q Amex q Discover
Card #_____________________________________________________
Exp. Date:_________________________________________________
Signature:_________________________________________________

Name____________________________________________
Address__________________________________________
City____________________________State____Zip______
Email_____________________________________________
Phone____________________________________________

q Repeat gift each month.
qP
 lease contact me about leaving a legacy
through Planned Giving.

Check the “Repeat gift each month” box above
and become a Monthly Donor today!
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SPONSOR SPOTLIGHT
medications, supplements, and
more. In addition to the joy of
contributing to the care of an
individual horse, pony, donkey,
or mule, you would be welcome
to visit your special friend(s) any
time you like!

Susan, a horse lover and New

York State resident, sponsors
four equines at Equine Advocates
– Beau, Lily, Franklin, and
Henry. She started sponsoring
Beau in 2010 after first learning
about the sanctuary when we
rescued Bobby II Freedom.
“After reading the online New
York Times article about Bobby
being rescued, which was really
compelling, I just clicked on the
Equine Advocates website out
of curiosity and saw you could
sponsor horses,” said Susan. “I was
just suddenly inspired to do that.”
We invited Susan to visit the
sanctuary and she started
making day trips to see Beau,
learn about the organization, and
meet other residents. She soon
sponsored Lily, Henry, and then
Franklin, too!
“One beautiful fall day I was
visiting the sanctuary. Karen
Wagner and the Equine Care
Manager at the time were
showing me around to meet the
horses I sponsored. Franklin the
donkey and his buddies were
over the hill, and Karen just
stood and yelled, ‘Franklin!’ He
came up over the hill by himself
and ran right over to me.”

You can read more about the
residents currently available for
sponsorship at equineadvocates.
org/sponsor-an-equine. You can
also search through our list of
residents to find your favorites
and visit with them during one
of our Public Open Days.
Like all sponsors, Susan
(pictured here with Beau) is
welcome to visit whenever
she wishes!

Susan hadn’t planned to sponsor
a fourth equine, but she says she
felt like Franklin chose her after
their encounter. She says being a
sponsor gives her a focus when
she comes to the sanctuary. She
loves visiting often and seeing
how her support helps with the
residents’ care.
When you become an Equine
Sponsor, all funds go directly
toward the routine care for your
chosen equine, which includes
hay, feed, bedding, veterinary,
dental, and farrier services,

We have sponsors as far
away as California, Florida,
Illinois, Texas, and Bermuda.
Sponsorship levels start at $50
per month. You can also sponsor
an equine in memory of a loved
one or as a special gift to the
horse lover in your life.
If sponsorship doesn’t fit your
budget, another option is to
become a Monthly Donor for as
little as $5 per month. To sign up,
please visit equineadvocates.org
or simply check the appropriate
box on the attached Contribution
Reply and provide the necessary
information. If you would like
more information about Horse
Sponsorship, please feel free to
email or call us.

CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE

CONTRIBUTION REPLY
Become a Monthly Donor at any amount!
q I want to be a Monthly Donor at $ ________ per month.
Equine Sponsorship starts at $50 per month.
q I want to sponsor an equine* for $ ________ per month.
Please provide your credit card and contact information on
the reverse side.
*Please include your phone number on the credit card form so
that we can contact you to discuss your choice of equine.

EQUINE ADVOCATES
PO BOX 354
CHATHAM NY 12037-0354
(518) 245-1599



info@equineadvocates.org



www.equineadvocates.org



facebook.com/
equineadvocates.org



@equineadvocates



@equineadvocates



youtube.com/
equineadvocates

