Horse Corral

Small, but Mighty -
All About Mini Horses and Ponies

H.T Alex Valverde, Equimf Advecates Communications .\fnnagfr

Hores come in all shapes ond sizes, bl don’t be fooled by those of the shomer

gide — They may be small, but minialurs horses and ponies kave big personalities!
Often though. meniature horses and ponies are mistaken for being the same [ype of

hofse, of somelimes [hf:n e =em as just :nliﬁiﬂg horses Ii-l“-\ L] !J'I{"ﬁ.‘ ang I'I‘-.lﬁ:u

ditferences between miniziure horses, ponies, and standard-sized horses

Let’s stan with the fact that contrary 1o 3 common beliel, ponies sre not baby hors-
s A young horse is called o ‘faal.” However, the word “pony” sctually oniginated
poulenst,” which means “foal.’ We hope that isn't 1o

from the old French word
confusing

Ponies, at any age, are horses thal are shorter than 14 2 hisnds. or 57 inches. In com-
parnson, minuatare hores are clissified as horses whise height is under 8 5 hands
of 3 inches. S0, while sill shoner than dandand-<izad horsas, pofies are tvpically

Laller than mimalure hofses

It"s not Just height though: Pontes also have different physical features, Cverall,

pofnies ane stockier and more heay iy buili than muniature horses and alihough 1:':-,-_1.
misiure horses . Pomes also

are often waller, their legs are thacker and shorner tha
tend to have thicker and shorter nacks, e well o= thic
are oflen moch coarser in 2xiure

ket coats, manes, and s that

Ponies and niinis also descended from different breeds of horwes, Ponies were

onginally developed from horses of the “draft” subivpe that were once common in

Northern Europe. Due 1o the harsh climate and scarce food supply, the ancestons of modem

ponies became smaller ond smaller, sventually forming o new (vpe of eguine. Meanwhile,
miniaiore horses descended from a wide vanety of horse and pony breeds. incloding Shet-
land pondes, Minis eriginated m Fun-ﬁ* in the 1600s pnd were used for work m mmes doe
to their small size. They staned 1o arrive in the Uniled Stales in the late 1800s, where they

also weml 1o work m mines

When it comes 10 behavior, ponies ure pensrally conswderad intelligent and fneadly. but

sometimes they also are descnbed & siubbomn

T e ponkes and minis we have o the SENCIUATY an ¢ Alremely muschse vous, comacal, and
always amisang "sud Equine Advocites Prexident Sowin ‘t'r.z{:m'r “Some like 1o refer

kv the special amitude Lhat small squines s#ém 10 possess a1 ‘ponviude” becaue they can
SOTEE TS D he:!..!ﬂ:nn-; and obstinate. However, s far as |"'m concernad. 1that makes them

even mone éndeanng and adorable.

Mimizinre horses tend 1o be !.'_"-;'Iflﬂr, plaviul, iﬁi{"!:'i;:_"t!':! and cunogs and can
be eaxilv trained. These characteristics make them ideal CORTipanion peels

or s2rvice of therapy anmals. Howeves, owners und carstakers should

nol be Toodad by thewr smndl stre a5 (hey need Just 35 moch cand ax langer
U

Mimis still need farmeer care. o proper diet, and adequate space Lo foam

and grade, as they are prons Lo obesily Dental care js expecially imporant
fior miniature horsas because they are prons (0 some dental issoes, This is
because they siall have all the teeth that larger horses do, bt theer heads
are smuller, This Proporisen can mmpair ther ¢ b ing copacity. due 1o teeth
bemng ov ercrowded in thetr mouths, and lead to dental problems

One last fun fact about ponies and miniaure horses - Both tend o hive
longer than horsas

Al the end of the dav, horses of all sizes are wonderful and unigoe,

whach 1s what we love ghowl them!
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im Wendling Painting & More |

* Inrerior & Exlerior Painling
& Power Washing
* Deck Starning, Refinishing & Repair
¢ Log Home Staining
* dmall Carpentry
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¢ Vinvl/Aluminum Siding Pamim
Free Estimates
413-442-3751




