Horse Corral

From Racetrack to Rescue —
Darlene Joins the Equine Advocates Family
By Alex Valverde, Equine Advocates Communications Manager

While funy
cheer on horses
from the siands
duning racing
SEISOM, Wi
know the sod
reality many
racehorses fice
when their
cureers end.
Thankfully,
after an emer-
Bency rescue
l'qﬂf.il'lll'ln n
MNovember, one
e horse will
never know
that cruel fane
- A registered
Standardbred
now named *“Darlene Love.”

“Darlene™ was born in upstate New York in Muy of 2002 and once raced under the nirme

“Lil Miss Adtiude.” Onee she coubdn’t race though, she ended up working as a buggy horse

and broodmare on an Amish farm,

"I is a sad fuct that every yvear, Stundardbreds no longer able 1o mce are cruelly and
thoughtlessly sofd 1o Amish and Mennonite farmers 10 be used as buggy horses.” suid
Equine Advecates President Susan Wagner, “Many of them end up being sold for slaughter
when they outlive their usefulness.”

Sadly, that happened to Darlene once she became oo old and arthritic (o be of use to the
Amish farmer who owned her. Lynn Cross of Little Brook Farm alerted us of the siluation
and asked if we could come o her rescue and admit her into our sancisary, We worked
quickly with Cross and others o perform an emergency rescue operation. We sem Darlens
to Comell University Hospital for Animals for an exiensive health exam, That's when the
health impacts of her working career came to light.

During her stay ot Cornell, Darlene was diagnosed with asthima, o severe Vilamin E
deficiency, and lameness in her 1eN forelimb. She was also extremely underweight, which
was partly atiriboted (o the extremely poor condition of her teeth due 1o veurs of neglect.
They were floated (filed) a the hospital (o remove the painful sharp points and hooks in ber
mouth, after which time she was better able to chew,

"She began to gain weight.” said Wagner, “The other good news was thit ber examining
velerinarian felt she was pasture-sound and could be sufely tumed out with other horses,”

Darlene arvived at our sancluary on November 24, 2024, She was named in honor of
Rock & Roll Hall of Fame inductee Dorlens Love, who was the highlight of our 23rd An-
nual Gala Last full,

This shy Standardbred's story is sadly not unique snd is proof that there needs to change
within the horse racing industry,
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“While many organizations and individuals work hurd to
SOVE 35 many Standardbreds os possible, we feel the indus-
try needs o do much more Lo prevent these horses from
ending up with furmers and others who do this 1o their hors-
es," said Wagner. “Over the years, we al Equine Advocales
have rescued numerous Amish buggy horses, workhorses,
and waork mules, most of whom had been sluughter-bound
andor badly neglected and abused.”

As for Darlene, we were so happy 1o help with the rescue
operation that made it possible for her 1o escape the hor.
rific fate for which she was destined. She is o lovely and
sweel-tempered mare who will live out the rest of ber life
receiving the love and care she always de

= [Jarlenc ix a regisiered Standardbred who
oice raced and then became an Amish buggy horse and
broodmare,

Berkshire Humane Society
214 Barker Rd, Pittsfield, MA Q1201
Phone: (413) 447-T878, Berkshirehumane.org

Do wom know what & proup of formeis is called” A busincss!
Coco is & t-vear-old sparved fomale sable formot who was
suirendered o Berkshine Humane Socacty in o buxinces

of ning fomets bocawss thoir person lost their pot-fricndly
howsang

All rune were well cared for. socialized and friendly. Coco
i & bovablc girl who is very oweet and nn\.u] She mas be
.uhq!hnl \th et o e Mobbler, o H..l.u' Al Aeuened
groy and whitc malc

They're looking for & “retirement bomne™ where they can en-
jov the rext of their lives. Bocause Nibbler is 7 vears old, the
pair qualifios for 8 wiver of ther adopton focs 1o oclcbraie
.-'Iu.!upl a Semsor Per Moneh

I vou"re looking for & lovely pair of ferrcts please Gll ost o
srmuall snimal qlnfl.rtm .q.‘q’.ds;.dut and sq'!;_al. I.il!"l.'i,.‘l]"h i the
wrmall snimal sisfT ot Berladhire Homane Socicty (413447

TETE cat. 124




