Horse Corral
Mothers and Offspring at Equine Advocates

Al Equine Advocates, we consider all our equine residents and human stafl one -‘{ AN TINT
big family, However, some of our horses areé sctually related, and we love knowing " ' | | y
they"re in the same safe home. In recognition of Mother"s Day, we want to share their ""!" - :
stories and some fun facts obout mares and offspring. WSl apvocares

Pegay und Melanie Equine Advocates Rescue & Sancluary

Pegzgy. u Belgian Dralt born around 1996, is a former PMU (Pregnant Mares' 3212 State Route 66, Valatie, NY
Urine) Mare who was part of 2 major rescue operation of 46 Canadian PMU mares Y SCH
thut Equine Advocates saved in Manitoba between October 2003 and March 2004 2025 OPEN DAY SCHEDULE
Pegay was in foal of the time of her rescue in 2004, She armived at the sancluary in
the spring of that vear and gave birth to her daughier Melanie shortly after. Pegay has 11:00 AM - 4:00 PM
i freeze brand #157 on her side, which represents the stall number i the PMU facto- Sunday, May 4
ry farm where she came from. ::::::" e
The majority of fols born to PMU mares are considered byproducts, und many are Imll-ndn:: ;:l:uu s
sent 10 auction andor slaughter, Since Melanke wis born at our sanctuary , she thank- Saburdoy, Seplember 13
fully will never experience the abuse her mother snd countless other horses suffered Solurdoy, Oclober 18
in the nime of medicine, These two beautiful mares live in the same field with two o Nvvowtor ¥

odher draft horses
Anmie and Conmor
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Annie. born ground 2001, ix o Belgign Drafl branded with #157, the same as Peg- . et iy i b e
gy. She was  the youngest of the 46 Canadian PMLU mares we rescued in Manitoba, v gl ! et S yom i Rwee The sesahmihe
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Facts about dams and foals P
T} 3 | b o a o . il o g organs and birth canal during pregnancy and birth, This
e female parent, or mother, of & foal 15 relferred 10 a8 o “dam, covering hardens as foaly start standing and walking within

2 .'lﬁ;ian.-» are sensonal breeders, meaning they can be bred from lute spring to early hoien o bérth.
Fall.

* The average gestation peniod for a horse is 340 days, or about 11 months, That's
twis mare months than hemans!

* Mares typically give binth 1o one single foal, Twin pregnancies are rire and are very
risky for the dam and offspring. It's rure for bath foals 10 survive,

* Most often, foals are born at night, and it happens very quickly. This is because

in the wild, il protects the mare and foal from predators when they are af their mos)
vulnerable,

= Fogls con weigh up to 150 pounds o binth.

* When first born, foal hisves hive o special covering called “foiry slippers,” which

* Colosirum, the dam’s first milk, provides foals with in-
fection-fighting amibodies. Since fouls are born without
fully developed immune system, receiving the colostrium is
entical for o horse s health and survival

At Eguine Advocates, we don't breed our rescued equines.
We do, however, feel proud 1o have saved dams in foal and
had many equines born under our care, ensuning they 're
sufe from a life of abuse or mistreatment,



