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Huve you ever golen close to g large animal and been
affiied at the sheer size of them? We have Chpec ""“.‘" when
we're mround our drafl horses. DPespiie their wide and 1all
stalure, e most amusing part ol |\|.'|1:|,'|' near these hormies |
their calm nature, Even though mony look similar, there ik s
viricty of drafl breeds, ond they afl have their unigue 1rais
Al I-'.|.||||r||.' Advocates. we have ) horses withon the drafi
hrecd I.|rh||l1. 2 |I!|.|u|.||ll.; H\'|;.':.'|I|. Dirafis, Percherana oF
Percheron Croskcs, Dran Crosses, and one Shine, Diran
hursek are recognizable by their height, large hedds, and
exf \,'1'I:n.'|:\ mitimc i lar Baldd. i ';l;!l-,.'f.l'. Iha.'!r lend b have o
maore upright shoulder thun riding horses, which gives them
& more upright moverment und eonlommuation thal (s well
wighted Tor |‘1:|.|.|||I1.',' Tl biwgics Frhn.\. ing [Heldu, and ather
[!-|JI||1|,'_' ks, Dran horaes have been wsed for this Ly ol
winrk throwghout bintory due o thelr heavy build and calm,
gl |||.'r|1.;,n‘1|u

Percherons

Percheroni ofig inkted in the Hulsne Biver valley in western
Frinee and are the mosl Tamans Freach drull breed bn ithe
world odey, Thoy are belicved o be descended from war
hasrkes. Percherone are well-muscled and known for their
-nl|.'|||','|..'l!|u,: il W |||.-|'|Fl!q.'u L] 'u.llfk. din u..;” A their .'||'uh'.:|
1o ek well o many conditions and ¢limates, Duc 1o these
charsciecristies, Porcherans are used lor agriculiung sned
|,!-u|||||.;,! winrk, like cairrige rides. Mewt af the Perehenons

ol our sunctunry are cither former carmiage hores, former
Al wiork horses, o retired Milltary Working Horsgs
whi |||;||'l\'|,| |'|u|| 1|1n;' Cllhdii, OF Wagoh, |J'.|.r||1'.: rI'|i||I.|.r5.
funerals, However, a cruel, outdmed, ond compleicly un-
ACCCRRArY Uae i+ Lty Pergheran mares gnd ather femile
dhradin s v torm e Indo PMLU |}"||;;:n.ul-l Muares® Lrine)
horses . Eguine Advocates hay rescued many of them from
poing to sladphter after being abuked on Canudiun PML
larmi,

In the 1930s, Percherons made up 105 of the drafl horsg
popridlatioon 0 the Usibted Stites, bat that declined substun-
l..ul|_-. ner World Wi 1) due o ihe invention of the modern
furm tracior, However, the population has recovered in the
devudes since

Oin averipe, Perchicrons wiand between 16,2 and 172 hands
(a6 and T1 inchex). with o range of 15=19 hands. The wlkest
horse it casr ssnctiary, King i a Perchorot who stands at
whonl [R5 hamds 74 Inchex),

]

resoued Shire at Equine Advocates,

Walii, a beautif

Belgian Drafts

The Amencan Belgian Bran borse derives from bewvy draft horse breods imporned from
Belgium during the lite nincicenth contury and cirly twenticth century. From the 1920x op-
wiird, the American Belginn Deall was bicd o Be samcw i talber amad ||';||I...‘|‘-|.'In|u.||||.'d thin
e kg imal ]'url'-|n;,|1l| sl k

Like with Perchetos, the flee of agriculiure mechanization led oo drap in demund for
H:.'h: i Dyralt hoeses , Hevaever, fiimbe
of draft horse in the Unied Sates, secording to the Belgan Dl Horse Corporition of
AmERe L

i recovered, and it s pow the moal numerous broed

Shirves

Shircs are g Britsh breed of Dran Horse and are conxidercd the lorgesttablem horse broed.,
The avetipe helght ot the withers of growin stalllons s sboul 7.2 hands § TO inches), while
j_'\.'|-||u'|;,."\. stand al ||;.'nf |I'l.." highicdi { B |r|a.'|1.;l|| I._||| -"-'1.|r-\;'| 1l..'1::] | [e] I‘\c abaiit 16 handa (od
inchea). Their weight renges fram | ET o 2 430 pounds Mor geldings and stallions, with no
st wbienchisrd for maires, Waitd, s rescugd Shire at our sunctuary, i aboat 16,3 hishds (67 lnch-
i il Biat sinee he'a |:-|'||:. HiX YCars o, we expect him to grow more in the meit q.'l,:-upll; of
winrs. Shires huve an cnormous cupacity for pulling weighe, which may be what Wit wos
breed for, bat instcad, he was about te be dumped @ auction by an Amish fermer belore his
reRcue. Wikl was very voumg al the time and very difficult 1o handle. We suspeict thal wiss
the roason he was being dikposed of, which is why we came 10 his rescuc when we heard
abl his dive situstion, Sknee arriving ol the SERACIWARY Wil huas become ane of our most
'|'||I-|'lu|.'|r |.;|.||.'-Jh'lu hmang v 1HabCiPN CRpEC iallv kids

s cany 1o see why draft horses arc nicknomed “CGentbe Giamis.” Their calm demcandor
pukted with their height and size muake them trcasures b be around



