Horse Corral

Fun for Humans, Cruel for Horses -
The Urban Carriage Trade

By Alex Valverde, Eguine Advecaies Communications Wanager

Picture this -
A calm snow's
day filked with
winber sctiv-
itics = Shed-
ding. building
M TR T, dhd
a strodl with
bt chogo-
latc in hand
!\.-Ll!.l\c Wkl
cven imogined
a horc-drawn
curriage rhde
through a city
park. Thix is
& COMmmon
activity duriag
the holiday
scason. but not
nl!hu'nql hoimh
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“The urban carriage horg trade is cruc] and inhumane for many roesons,” sayvs Suwn
Wagner, president of Equine Advocaics “We have rescucd former carriape horics from
Mew York and Philudeiphia. All of them had permancal inpurics as a resel of pounding
the pavement on hord city strects and bhaving o pull beavy carriages loadod with foursis.™

In New York Cliy, borses work up o nine hours 2 day and live ender conditions that wre
ennatural for them. This s dangeroes snd hix led w countless casex of working horscs
dying bocause of their job. The cuse of & New York City curriage honic named Ryder who
..'u||1p|.:d 1] h;;.s_\ tradhe Fommg o ihe Lincola Tennel in 3032 made imternational bead-
lines and prompled outcry abowl the poor conditions theae Bores endure. Rvder pasacd
away months aftcr this incident and his former handlcr was arrested

Horswes are also !h;h.! animals, which Poscs i rak ahen Jh:}"tr.'.‘ forced o walk among
hBea ||}' P H‘i;\cnlﬁl yehiche and [!lc\dc\tl‘uﬂ. rralfic. When these homes Bocome |Hr|.|l'l:d ofF ¢ afl
no longer work and pencrate profits for their owncns, many arc scrapped for slaughter. For
these roasons, we wisnld Like to soc the ond of the urban carriage horse trade and the hors-
e moved o sceredited aanctuanies or other sale revrement homes, We alwo woold Like 1o
¢ major citics stan oxing cloctric carriages ax a hamanc replacement for this activity

“Many citics around the world have ransitioned from using home-drawn carmiages to
electre horelon COITiages W ith greal ssccees, uikd “'.a:l‘lﬂ' "C'um[ﬁa.buumbc an P
uible tourism has bocome a prowing global irend where many ourists po longer want (o
support busincsacs whore homes arc sscd, abused and caploicd for moncy.”

When it comes o horses driven for pleasare on a smaller scale. such as carriage rentals
for 'N.".I.\Hﬂ.‘ll aid nﬂ:\.‘ui W Ehla, hlf ncddlh;‘\._ L g difiEalidif du-cluh't t.nll: EERLC ulli.'i
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ihe aclivily ax Iung an the horscs MOCCIive PropcT cure

~A problem arises when you are depending on those
animals o pencrstc profits. and that is truc with homsex
uscd i many kinds of busincises and sports.” savs Wagner,
“There are some small horse businesses whene the snimals
do reccive good care, bul thes what happens bo Uscm when
they can no longier porform? 1 think people necd o do their
rosciarch to make sre that they arc ot supporting business-
en that send ther horses 1o t’,]l.l;hll;l' )

If you Choosg 1o participatc in 0 horse-drawn calmiage ag-
tivity, we pdvise vou to sk the company or the driver these
gquestions: How many hours a day does your bone work?
What daily care do they reccive? When they retire, where
do they go?

If you're not satisficd with the answers or the porson or
company vou ak efases o answer, don't po on the car-
riage ride of rent with the company. Our fun shouldn't be
af the capense of & wonderful animul’s life. Let's codure
that all ereatiines. human and animal,. Bave & wafe and ha'.'lp_'g‘
holiday scason

Berkshire Humane Socieny
214 Barker Rd, Pinsfiakd, MA 01201
Phone; (413) 447.7878, Berkshirehumane.ong

D woy kievw whuat o growp of forrcts s callcd” A boxingss?
Coocn is 3 t-year-old spayed fomale sable forrer who was
surretiwdered o Beriakire Humane gl:N.'h,‘l} i & Bsane iy

of pinc ferrcts bocause their pomon fost teeir pet-frcndiy
Bwwning

All nine werne well cancd for, socislized and fricadly. Coco
s & lovable pirl who s vory swoct and social. She mus be
mdopticd with Ber Bousemate Nibbler, o '.'-}1.'.1:-.1!..1 acueted
grey and whine male

They 're looking for o “retircment bome™ where thev cancn-
oy the rost of their lives. Becaanse Nibbler s 7 wears old, the
puir guslifics for & waiver of the adoption foo o celebrame
Adopt a Scakor Pot Month

I¥ r:-u'n.- lnnlm; for & bow cl:; pasr of ferrets pdcanic Ml ool a
small animal sdoption applcation end wpeak directiy 1o the
wmall animal safY &t Borkshire Homane Socicty (413547-
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